CHAPTER 1

Maycomb County:

· Sleepy town, poor

· Families live there for generations (bound by family reputations)

· Gossipy – Ms. Stephanie Crawford

SET – UP OF TOWN:

· Radley Place – 2 Doors South

· Mrs. Dubose – 2 Doors North

· Poor lived beyond town in trailer/camps

· “Negroes” lived beyond them – that’s where Cal lives
Characterization:

Scout:  

· Intuitive

· Curious

· Stubborn & Outspoken

· Smart – can read

Cal:

· Af.-Am.

· Strict

· Literate

· Seems like one of the family

· Mother-figure 

Atticus:

· Easy-going

· Lawyer

· Fair

· Simple

Dill (Charles Baker Harris):

· From Meridian – comes every summer

· Adventurous – knows stories, makes up dares

· Offers view of “world beyond Maycomb”

· Imaginative

Boo Radley:

· 6 ½ feet tall, scar, yellow teeth, eyes popped out

· Stabbed father with scissors and resumed activities

· Would make plants freeze

· Killed pets in town

· Poisonous Pecans

· Ate squirrels and cats – blood-stained hands

· Locked up in house by father – authorities didn’t want to put him next to “Negroes” so he was locked up in the basement of courthouse until father took him home.
CHAPTER 2

Focus:

· Scout’s Character

· Walter Cunningham

· Calpurnia

KEY EVENTS:

· 1st Day of school in 1st grade

· Teacher gets mad that she can read

· Father teaches her to read & Cal teacher her to write

· Walter Cunningham is called out by the teacher

Cunningham’s affected by the Stock Market Crash – p. 21 

“The Cunningham’s never took anything they can’t pay back…They never took anything off of anybody, they get along on what they have.  They don’t have much, but they get along on it.”

CHAPTER 3

Focus:

Buris Ewell vs. Walter Cunningham

Atticus’s Lesson

Role of Social Class

Key Events:

· Walter comes home for dinner

· Atticus’ lesson to Scout

· Calpurnia’s lesson to Scout

Calpurnia:  “She was furious, and when she was furious Calpurnia’s grammar became erratic.  When in tranquility, her grammar was as good as anybody’s in Maycomb.  Atticus said Calpurnia had more education than most colored folks…and don’t you let me catch you remarkin’ on their ways like you was so high and mighty! Yo’ folks might be better’n the Cunninghams but it don’t count for nothin’ the way you’re disgracin’ ‘em – if you can’t act fit to eat at the table you can just set here and eat in the kitchen!” (24-25)
Atticus:  “I’ve no intention of getting rid of her, now or ever.  We couldn’t operate a single day without Cal, have you ever thought of that?  You think about how much Cal does for you, and you mind her, you hear?” (25)

Calpurnia’s softer side:  “Perhaps Calpurnia sense that my day had been a grim one…’I missed you today…the house got so lonesome ‘long about two o’clock I had to turn on the radio….Calpurnia bent down and kissed me.  She had wanted to make up with me, that was it.  She had always been too hard on me, she had at last seen the error of her fractious ways, she was sorry and too stubborn to say so.” (29)

Social Class: 
“The Ewells were members of an exclusive society made up of Ewells.   In certain circumstances the common folk judiciously allowed them certain privileges by the simple method of becoming blind to some of the Ewells’ activities. (30-31)

CHAPTER 4 & 5

Focus:  

· Characterize Miss Maudie Atkinson

· Signs of Boo Radley (Ch. 4)

· The “real” Boo Radley – Insight into Boo Radley

Chapter 4

Key Events

· Find gum & Indian head pennies in tree

· Scout thinks she hears someone inside the house laughing when Jem rolls her into the yard

· They play Boo Radley & get in trouble with Atticus

Chapter 5

Key Events:

· Scout spends more time with Miss Maudie Atkinson

· They try to lure out Boo

Miss Maudie Atkinson 

· let’s the kids play in her yard

· loves to garden

· Scout spends more time with her as she grows distant from the boys

· pursued by Jack Finch, their uncle

· doesn’t gossip as much – “she was not at all interested in our private lives.  She was our friend.  How so reasonable a creature could live in peril of everlasting torment was incomprehensible.” (44-45) – criticizes Stephanie Crawford for gossiping (45)

· accused by Baptists of being sinful for spending too much time outdoors gardening.

“Miss Maudie stopped rocking, and her voice hardened.  ’You are too young to understand it,’ she said, ‘but sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man is worse than a whiskey bottle in the hand of – oh, of your father….what I meant was, if Atticus Finch drank until he was drunk he wouldn’t be as hard as some men are at their best.  There are just some kind of men who – who’re so busy worrying about the next world they’ve never learned to live in this one, and you can look down the street and see the results.’” (45)

· They try to get a note to Boo through the window.  Atticus catches them and tells them to leave him alone.  Jem gets defensive.

CHAPTER 6

Focus:

Things aren’t always what they seem – how is this true for Maycomb County?

Key Events:

· Jem gets shot at in Mr. Radley’s yard

· Loses his pants

· Goes back to get them rather than disappoint Atticus

· Change comes over Jem

CHAPTER 7

Focus for Chapters 7 & 8:

· Tom’s arrest

· Who helps Scout

Key Events:
· Pants mended on fence

· Soap Carvings in Tree among other goodies

· Mr. Radley cements it up

p. 58 “When I went back, they were folded across the fence…like they were expectin’ me.”

Pants are mended – “two images carved in soap…”

Looks like Jem (pg. 60)

“Who do we know around here who whittles?” – pg. 60

More in tree:

· Package of gum

· Ball of twine

· Spelling medal

· Pocket watch w/ chain attached to aluminum knife

-They write a thank you, but knothole is filled w. cement

-Mr. Nathan Radley says the tree is dying, but Atticus says it looks healthy

-Jem is upset when he find out the tree is healthy

-Jem cries

CHAPTER 8 

Key Events

· Snow in Maycomb for 1st time since 1885

· Mrs. Radley dies

· Build a snowman in the likeness of Mr. Avery

· Miss Maudie’s house catches fire

· Boo gives Scout a blanket

Mr. Avery:  “when children disobeyed their parents, smoked cigarettes, and made ware on each other, the seasons would change;  Jem and I were burdened with the guild of contributing to the aberrations of nature, thereby cuasing unhappiness to our neighbors and discomfort to ourselves.” (63)

Blanket:

“I looked down and found myself clutching a brown woolen blanket I was wearing around my shoulders, squaw-fashion…I turned to Jem for an answer, but Jem was even more bewildered than I.  He said he didn’t know how it got there, we did exactly as Atticus had told us, we stood down by the Radley gate away from everybody, we didn’t move an inch – Jem stopped….Atticus grinned slowly.  ‘Looks like all of Maycomb was out tonight, in one way or another.’” (71)

-Miss Maudie is optimistic though her house burns down – says she always wanted a bigger yard anyway. 

-“Miss Maudie puzzled me.  With most of her possessions gone and her beloved yard a shambles, she still took a lively and cordial interest in Jem’s and my affairs.” (73)

CHAPTER 9

Focus:

· Atticus & Scout’s conflicts

· Meaning behind the dog

Key Events

· Cecil Jacobs teases Scout for father’s involvement in trial

· Atticus exlains Tom Robinson’s situation

· Scout fights cousin Francis

· Uncle Jack comes to visit – talks to Scout about issue with Francis

Cecil Jacobs: “He had announced in the schoolyard the day before that Scout Finch’s daddy defended niggers.  I denied it, but told Jem.” (74)

Atticus:  “I’m simply defending a Negro – his name’s Tom Robinson.  He lives in that little settlement beyond the town dump.  He’s a member of Calpurnia’s church, and Cal knows his family well.  She says they’re clean-living folks.  Scout, you aren’t old enough to understand some things yet, but there’s been some high talk around town to the effect that I shouldn’t do much about defending this man.  It’s a peculiar case – it won’t come to trial until summer session…(75)”

ATTICUS’ INTERNAL CONFLICT:

Scout:  “’If you shouldn’t be defendin’ him, then why are you doin’ it?’


‘For a number of reasons,’ said Atticus.  ‘The main one is, if I didn’t I couldn’t hold up my head in town, I couldn’t represent this county in the legislature, I couldn’t even tell you or Jem not to do something again.’” (75)

SCOUT’s EXTERNAL CONFLICTS:

She walks away from a fight with Cecil because if she didn’t, she’d be letting down Atticus:  “I could take being called a coward for him.”  (77)

AUNT ALEXANDRA’s CRITICISM:

“I could not possibly hope to be a lady if I wore breeches; when I said I could do nothing in a dress, she said I wasn’t supposed to be doing things that required pants…I should be a ray of sunshine in my father’s lonely life.  I suggested that one could be a ray of sunshine in pants just as well…when I asked Atticus about it, he said there were already enough sunbeams in the family and to go on about my business, he didn’t mind me much the way I was.” (81)

CONFLICT with FRANCIS:

‘If Uncle Atticus lets you run around with stray dogs, that’s his own business, like Grandma says, so it ain’t your fault.  I guess it ain’t your fault if Uncle Atticus is a nigger-lover besides, but I’m here to tell you it certainly does mortify the rest of the family -…Grandma says it’s bad enough he lets you all run wild, but now he’s turned out a nigger-lover we’ll never be able to walk the streets of Maycomb agin.  He’s ruinin’ the family, that’s what he’s doin’.” (83)

Atticus tells Uncle Jack to be straight with Scout and not to evade her questions.

Atticus:  “Scout’s got to learn to keep her head and learn soon, with what’s in store for her these next few months.  She’s coming along, though.  Jem’s getting older and she follows his example a good bit now.  All she needs is assistance sometimes…What bothers me is that she and Jem will have to absorb some ugly things pretty soon.  I’m not worried about Jem keeping his head, but Scout’d just as soon jump on someone as look at him if her pride’s at stake.” (88)

Atticus on Trial:

“But do you think I could face my children otherwise?  You know what’s going to happen as well as I do, Jack, and I hope and pray I can get Jem and Scout through it without bitterness, and most of all, without catching Maycomb’s usual disease.  Why reasonable people go stark raving mad when anything involving a Negro comes up, is something I don’t pretend to understand…I just hope that Jem and Scout come to me for their answers instead of listening to the town.  I hope they trust me enough…Jean Louise?”…


Scout:  “I never figured out how Atticus knew I was listening, and it was not until years later that I realized he wanted me to hear every word he said.” (89-90)

CHAPTER 10

FOCUS: 

· Meaning behind Dog Story


Key Events:

· Rabid dog

· Scout tells Miss Maudie that Atticus can’t do anything

· Atticus shoots the dog, Tim Johnson

· Mockingbird reference

-Description of Atticus – 50 yrs. Old, too tired to play football with Jem, older than other parents, nearly blind in one eye

MOCKINGBIRD REFERENCE:

“I’d rather you shot at tin cans in the back yard but I know you’ll go after birds.  Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.’


That was the only time I ever heard Atticus say it was a sin to do something, and I asked Miss Maudie about it.


‘Your father’s right,’ she said.  “Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make jusic for us to enjoy.  They don’t eat up people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us.  That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” (90)

Miss Maudie:


“You’re lucky, you know.  You and Jem have the benefit of your father’s age.  If your father was thirty you’d find life quite different.”

Tim Johnson, the rabid dog – unusual to see a rabid dog in February

Atticus shoots him – “One-shot Atticus!”

Jem is stunned:


“…’n’ all of a sudden he just relaxed all over, an’ it looked like that gun was a party of him…an’ he didit so quick, like…I hafta aim for ten minutes ‘fore I can hit somethin’…”

Change in Perception:

Miss Maudie grinned wickedly.  “Well now, Miss Jean Louise,” she said, “Still think your father can’t do anything?  Still ashamed of him?...I think maybe he put his gun down when he realized that God had given him an unfair advantage over most living things.  I guess he decided he wouldn’t shoot till he had to, and h e had to today…People in their right minds never take pride in their talents…”  (99)

Scout is eager to go to school to talk about her father’s accomplishment, but Jem tells her that if he wanted them to know, he would’ve told them in the first place.  Jem calls back to Scout, “Atticus is a gentleman, just like me!”

CHAPTER 11

Key Events

· Mrs. Dubose

· Atticus’ Lesson about Conscience

· Atticus’ Lesson about Courage

Mrs. Dubose – nasty woman; would shout insults to the kids when they walked by

COURAGE/BRAVERY:  Atticus told them to not get mad at Mrs. Dubose;  


“He would return his hat to his head, swing me to his shoulders in her very presence, and we would go home in the twilight.  It was times like these when I thought my father, who hated guns and had never been to any wars, was the bravest man who ever lived.” (100)

Mrs. Dubose tells them:

“Your father’s no better than the niggers and trash he works for!” (102)

“He had a naturally tranquil disposition and a slow fuse.  At the time, however, I thought the only explanation for what he did was that for a few minutes he simply went mad.”

Used Scout’s baton to cut the heads off of all her flowers.  As Scout shrieked, he grabs her hair and throws her down;

Atticus comes home after what seems like forever, and immediately calls for Jem.

Atticus explains to Scout:


“Well, all I can say is, when you and Jem are grown, maybe you’ll look back on this with some compassion and some feeling that I didn’t let you down.  This case, Tom Robinson’s case, is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience – Scout, I couldn’t go to church and worship God if I didn’t try to help that man.” (105)

“Well, most folks seem to think they’re right and you’re wrong..”


“They’re certainly entitled to think that, and they’re entitled to full respect for their opinions,” said Atticus, “but before I can live with other folks I’ve got to live with myself.  The one thing that doesn’t’ abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.” (105)

Scout asks what a “nigger-lover” is:


“You aren’t really a nigger-lover, then, are you?”


“I certainly am.  I do my best to love everybody…I’m hard put, sometimes, baby, it’s never an insult to be called what somebody thinks is a bad name.  It just shows you how poor that person is, it doesn’t hurt you.  So don’t let Mrs. Dubose get you down.” (109)

ATTICUS ABOUT MRS. DUBOSE:


“She was a great lady…she had her own views about things, a lot different from mine, maybe….son, I told you that if you hadn’t lost your head I’d have made you go read to hear.  I wanted you to see something about her – I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand.  It’s when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.  You rarely win, but sometimes you do.  Mrs. Dubose won, all ninety-eight pounds of her.  According to her views, she died beholden to nothing and nobody.  She was the bravest person I ever knew.”  (112)

PART TWO

Chapter 12

Key Events:

Visit to Cal’s Church

Scout learns more about Cal

Aunt Alexandra arrives

-Jem’s 12 and getting impatient


-growing


-develops “maddening air of wisdom” (116)

-Cal cleans them up for Mass @ her church


“I don’t want anybody sayin I don’t look after my children” (118)


She takes pride in them.

1st Purchase Church – paid for with 1st earnings from freed slaves


-show gestures of respect that they’re there (with exception of Lula)


-Cal’s conflict with Lula surprises children


-treated like guests – escorted to 1st pew & announced 

-Collection for T. Robinson’s wife who can’t find work.

-Zeebo leads in “lining” – singing;  they don’t have hymn books b/c they can’t read

-Kids notice similarities and difference between churches 

-Priest locks in until they have $10

At Home:


-Cal tells them that Bob Ewell has accused T.R. of raping his daughter


-Cal’s 1 of 4 in the black community that can read – Miss Maudie’s aunt, Miss Buford taught her.


-great quote – 125 “Calpurnia leads a double life…”

126 – Cal’s version of “lady-like”

Chapter 13

P. 128 – Physical description

129 – moral characterization 

133 – Atticus tells them importance of acting like “Finches”

-According to Aunt Alex  - Scout is hurt “This was not my father.

CHAPTER 14

Focus:

· Aunt Alexandra’s view of Calpurnia

Key Events:

· Alexandra and Atticus fight over Cal’s influence

· Jem and Scout fight after Jem tells her not to cause more problems

· Aunt Alexandra disapproves of them going to Cal’s church, but Atticus finds the story humorous.

· Scout doesn’t want to listen to Aunt A, but Atticus tells her to respect and listen to her.

· Aunt Alexandra criticizes Atticus for “letting things go too far.


· Scout overhears them talking about her:  “I felt the starched walls of pink cotton penitentiary closing in on me, and for the second time in my life I thought of running away.  Immediately.”  (136)

· Aunt Alex suggests they let Cal go, but Atticus protests:

“Calpurnia’s not leaving this house until she wants to.  You may think otherwise, but I couldn’t have got along without her all these years.  She’s a faithful member of this family and you’ll simply have to accept things the way they are.  Besides, sister, I don’t want you working your head off for us – you’ve no reason to do that.  We still need Cal as much as we ever did….she’s never indulged them the way most colored nurses do.  She tried to bring them up according to her lights, and Cal’s lights are pretty good – and another thing, the children love her.” (137)

· Scout:  “I had never heard of or seen anyone quarrel with Atticus.  It was not a comfortable sight.”  (137)

· Jem tells her not to antagonize Aunty b/c Atticus already has a lot on his mind – Jem is considerate of Atticus.
· Scout interpret this as him trying to control her.  

· Scout:  “I said Atticus didn’t worry about anything.  Besides, the case never bothered us except about once a week and then it didn’t last.” (139) – Scout isn’t as perceptive as Jem. Only sees how it affects her.
Dill returns.

CHAPTER 15

Focus:

· Hypocrisy of the townspeople (not the best focus)

· Mob at the Jail

· Jem’s coming of age/maturity

Suggestion to move Tom Robinson until the trial to avoid lynch mob from Old Sarum.

Men approach Atticus at house (Dr. Reynolds, Mr. Avery, Link Deas, etc.)

“Link, that boy might go to the chair, but he’s not going till the truth’s told…And you know what the truth is.”

Aunt Alex continues to criticize and Jem fears for Atticus’s safety

Men appear at Jailhouse – Atticus is standing guard trying not to show fear in front of the lynch mob.

False call into Heck Tate’s office brought them far away from the courthouse.

Scout shows up with Jem and Dill;  Surprised to find that the men are not the same ones from the night before;

Jem realizes what’s going on and refuses to go home and leave Atticus by himself.

Scout:  “I was getting a bit tired of that, but felt Jem had his reasons for doing as he did, in view of his prospects once Atticus did get him home.” (153)

Scout recognizes Mr. Cunningham in mob and he’s embarrassed that she talks to him about everyday things – he doesn’t know how to react to her familiarity of him.

“Atticus reached out and massaged Jem’s hair, his one gesture of affection.” (155)  

CHAPTER 16

Focus:

Key Events:

· Atticus towards Aunt A: “I was beginning to notice a subtle change in my father these days, that came out when he talked with Aunt Alexandra.  It was a quiet digging in, never outright irritation.  There was a faint starchiness in his voice when eh said, ‘Anything fit to say at the table’s fit to say in front of Calpurnia.  She knows what she means to this family.” (157)

· Aunt A says they’ll go back to Quarters and gossip to which Atticus retorts, “I don’t know any law that says they can’t talk.  Maybe if we didn’t give them so much to talk about they’d be quiet…” (157)

· Atticus replies to Scout’s inquiry as to whether Mr. Cunningham is a friend or not:  “Mr. Cunningham’s basically a good man…he just has his blind spots along with the rest of us.” (157)

· MOBS:

“A mob’s always made up of people, no matter what.  Mr. Cunningham was part of a mob last night, but he was still a man.  Every mob in every little Southern town is always made up of people you know – doesn’t say much for them, does it?”

· ATTICUS:  “So it took an eight-year-old child to bring ‘em to their senses, didn’t it?...That proves something – that a gang of wild animals can be stopped, simply because they’re still human.”
CHAPTER 16

FOCUS:

· Signs of Racism/Prejudice/Hints that this won’t be a fair trial?

· Atticus’s motivation

Key Events:

· Miss Maudie watches the Baptists go by and wears a “grin of the uttermost wickedness” when they criticize her once more for her flower garden (159).
· She says she refuses to go down to the trial because it’s a spectacle “’t’s morbid , watcing a poor devil on trial for his life.  Look at all those folks, it’s like the Roman carnival.”  (159)

Miss Maudie taunts Miss Stephanie who is going to the trial to “see what Atticus is up to” and says, “Miss Stephanie seemed to know so much about the case she might as well be called on to testify.” (160)

Mr. Dolphus Raymond sits with the “negroes” and sips whiskey out of a paper bag. – “he’s got a colored woman and all sorts of mixed chillun.” (161)


His fiancé shot herself in the head after she found out that he kept a “colored woman” and he has been drunk every since.

Mixed Children:

Jem:  “They don’t belong anywhere.  Colored folks won’t have ‘em because they’re half white;  white folks won’t have ‘em ‘cause they’re colored, so they’re just in-betweens, don’t belong anywhere.  But Mr. Dolphus, now, they say he’s shipped two of his up north.  They don’t mind ‘em up north.” (161)

***OVERHEAR REVELATION – Atticus’s Motivation

“This was news, news that put a different light on things:  Atticus had to, whether he wanted to or not.  I thought it odd that he hadn’t said anything to us about it – we could have used it many times in defending him and ourselves.  He had to, that’s why he was doing it, equaled fewer fights and less fussing.  But did that explain the town’s attitude?  The court appointed Atticus to defend him.  Atticus aimed to defend him.  That’s what they didn’t like about it.  It was confusing.” (163)

**Atticus wasn’t motivated to defend Tom because he HAD to, he was motivated by justice and revealing the truth about what happened.

Reverend Sykes escorts Jem and Scout to the only seats available – upstairs in the “Colored Balcony” – the courthouse is segregated.

Judge Taylor – “ran his court with an alarming informality” but “kept a firm grip on any proceedings that came before him.”

Heck Tate takes the stand.

CHAPTER 17

Focus:

Bob Ewell’s & Heck Tate’s Testimony

Key Events/Passages:

Heck Tate Testifies

Bob Ewell Testifies and reveals that he’s left-handed

-Heck Tate takes the stand

-Nov. 21st – Bob Ewell calls Tate b/c “some nigger’d raped his girl.”

Heck Tate’s Testimony:


-he arrived and she was beaten


-she claimed it was Tom Robinson


-he got T.R. and she identified him

Atticus Cross-Examines:


*No one called a doctor


*She had bruises from 30 minutes earlier on her face – her right eye


*finger marks around her throat

Robert E. Lee Ewell called to the stand:


“No economic fluctuations changed their status – people like the Ewells lived as guests of the county in prosperity as well as in the depths of the depression.” (170)

· Ewells lived next to the dump.  

· Garbage on their lawn and overall filthy except for 6 meticulously kept geranium 

pots said to be kept for by Mayella Ewell.  

· No one knew how many kids lived on the land.

171 – Ewells was a dump, meanwhile the “Negro settlement” beyond that looked “neat and snug” and had good aromas coming from them that disappeared once you reached the Ewells.

BOB’s TESTIMONY:


“Just ‘fore sundown…Mayella was raisin’ this holy racket so I dropped m’load and run as fast I could but I run into th’ fence, but when I got distangled I run up to th’ window and I seen…that black nigger yonder ruttin’ on my Mayella!” (173)

“Mr. Ewell was sitting smugly in the witness chair, surveying his handiwork.  With one phrase he had turned happy picknickers into a sulky tense, murmuring crowd, being slowly hypnotized into a sulky, tense, murmuring crowd, being slowly hypnotized by gavel taps lessening in intensity until the only sound in the courtroom was a dim pini-pink-pink:  the judge might have been rapping the bench with a pencil.” (173)

Judge:

“People generally see what they look for, and hear what they listen for, and they have the right to subject their children to it, but I can assure you of one thing:  you will receive what you see and hear in silence or you will leave this courtroom, but you won’t leave it until the whole boiling of you come before me on contempt charges.” (174)

· Atticus questions if he called the doctor, then asks him to write his name.  He’s left-handed.

· Atticus is trying to show that Bob could’ve been the one to beat up Mayella

CHAPTER 18

Mayella Ewell Takes the Stand

-19 ½ years old

-cries on stand saying she was afraid of Atticus

Testimony:

She told him she’d pay him a nickel if he chopped up a dresser (chiffarobe)

-When she went to get nickel he came up to her (she turned around and he was there)

-got her around the neck and hit her

-Claims she screamed.

-Next thing she knew Papa was there.

She accuses Atticus of mocking her by calling her Miss Mayella and ma’am.


-no one has ever shown her courtesy

-Atticus asks questions that draw a picture of her life – poor, father’s a drunk, she’s uneducated, she has no friends (183)

-He asks if he ever beat her when he was drinking – she said no.

-He asks if she ever had him coming inside the fence before to do odd jobs. – she says no

-Tom Robinson stands up and it is revealed that his left arm is “full 12 inches shorter than his right, and hung dead at this side.  It ended in a small shriveled hand, and from as far away as the balcony, I could see that it was no use to him.” (186)

Got caught in a cotton gin – Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s

-How come the other kids didn’t hear screams – dump is closer than woods.

 (187)

“What  did your father see in the window, the crime of rape or the best defense to it?  Why don’t you tell the truth, child, didn’t Bob Ewell beat you up?”

CHAPTER 19

Key Events:

· Tom Robinson takes stand

Quotes/Events:

Mayella asked him to do chores often – he felt badly for her.

“As Tom Robinson gave his testimony, it came to me that Mayella Ewell must have been the loneliest person in the world.  She was even lonelier that Boo Radley, who had not been out of the house in twenty-five years.  When Atticus asked had she any friends, she seemed not to know what he meant, then she thought he was making fun of her.  She was as sad I thought, as what Jem called a mixed child:  white people wouldn’t have anything to do with her because she lived among pigs; Negroes wouldn’t have anything to do with her because she was white.  She couldn’t live like Mr. Dolphus Raymond, who preferred the company of Negroes, because she didn’t own a riverbank and she wasn’t from a fine old family.  Nobody said, ‘That’s just their way,’ about the Ewells.  Maycomb gave them Christmas baskets, welfare money, and the back of its hand.  Tom Robinson was probably the only person who was ever decent to her.  But she said he took advantage of her, and when she stood up she looked at him as if he were dirt beneath her feet.” (192)

“He seemed to be a respectable Negro, and a respectable Negro would never go up in to somebody’s yard of his own volition.” (192)

She tells him that she has a door that needs fixin’ 

-She saved enough money over a year to send the kids for ice cream

-She asked him to get something on top of the dresser and grabbed his legs.

“’She reached up an’ kissed me ‘side of th’ face.  She says she never kissed a grown  man before an’ she might as well kiss a nigger.  She says what her papa do to her don’t count.  She says, “Kiss me back, nigger.” I say Miss Mayella lemme outa here an’ tried to run by tshe got her back to the door an’ I’da had to push her.  I didn’t wanta harm her, Mr. Finch, an’ I say lemme pass, but just when I say it Mr. Ewell yonder hollered through th’ window.’” (195).


Her father abuses her/ She falsely accuses Tom.


“It occurred to me that in their own way, Tom Robinson’s manner were as good as Atticus’s.  Until my father explained it to me later, I did not understand the sublety of Tom’s predicament:  he would not have dared strike a white woman under any circumstances and expect to live long, so he took the first opportunity to run – a sure sign of guilt.” (195)

-Link Deas speaks up for him.

-He says he felt sorry for Mayella – that answer was not popular with the crowd.

-Dill is upset over how they treat Tom on the stand – they degrade him calling him “boy”

Scout:  Well, Dill, after all he’s just a Negro.” – Scout’s innate prejudice.

-Dolphus Raymond sympathizes with Dill – “I know what you mean, boy.” 

CHAPTER 20

Focus:

· Characterize Dolphus Raymond

Key Events:

· Dolphus Raymond shows himself to be sober after all.

· Closing Arguments from Atticus

Significant Passages/Notes:

“Atticus did something I never saw him do before or since, in public or in private:  he unbuttoned his vest, unbuttoned his collar, loosened his tie, ad took off his coat.” (202)

Atticus:

“She has committed no crime, she has merely broken a rigid and time-honored code of our society, a code so severe that whoever breaks it is hounded from our midst as unfit to live with.  She is the victim of cruel poverty and ignorance but I cannot pity her:  she is white.” (203)

“Which, gentlemen, we know is in itself a lie as black as Tom Robinson’s skin, a lie I do not have to point out to you.  You know the truth, and the truth is this:  some Negroes lie, some Negroes are immoral, some Negro men are not to be trusted around women – black or white.  But this is a truth that applies to the human race and to no particular race of men.  There is not a person in this courtroom who has never told a lie, who has never done an immoral thing, and there is no man living who has never looked upon a woman without desire.” (204)

CHAPTER 21

Focus:

· Reaction to Tom’s Verdict

Key Events:

· The kids get caught in the courthouse

· Guilty Verdict Delivered

Significant Quotes/Passages:

“A jury never looks at a defendant it has convicted, and when this jury came in, not one of them looked at Tom Robinson.”

Atticus walks out of the courthouse as they read out the “guilty” votes:


“They were standing.  All around us and in the balcony on the opposite wall, the Negroes were getting to their feet.  Reverend Sykes’s voice was as distant as Judge Taylor’s:


‘Miss Jean Louise, stand up.  Your father’s passin’.”  (210)

CHAPTER 22

Focus:

· Jem’s reaction to verdict

· Bob Ewell vs. Atticus

Key Events:

· Atticus brings them home

· Jem is upset

Significant Quotes/Passages:

“It was Jem’s turn to cry.  His face was streaked with angry tears as we made our way through the cheerful crowd.”

Atticus:  “I don’t know, but they did it.  They’ve done it before and they did it tonight and they’ll do it again and when they do it – seems that only the children weep.” (213)

Community leaves all kinds of food at their back step.

Miss Stephanie Crawford gossips on the porch about them sitting in the colored balcony.

Miss Maudie invites them in for cake, “we sense that this was Miss Maudie’s way of saying that as far as she was concerned, nothing had changed.”

Miss Maudie:


“We’re the safest folks in the world….we’re so rarely called on to be Christians, but when we are, we’ve got men like Atticus to go for us.” (215)

“This morning, Mr. Bob Ewell stopped Atticus on the post office corner, spat in his face, and told him he’d get him if it took the rest of his life.”  (217)

CHAPTER 23

Focus:

Characterize Atticus – what lesson do we learn?

Key Events:

· Atticus explains injustice of system and society

· Jem & Scout discuss “kinds of people”

Significant Notes/Passages:

“Tom Robinson’s a colored man, Jem.  No jury in this part of the world’s going to say, ‘We think you’re guilty, but not very,’ on a charge like that.  It was either a straight acquittal or nothing.” (219)

Atticus:

“If you had been on that jury, son, and eleven other boys like you, Tom would be a free man…So far nothing in your life has interfered with your reasoning process. Those are twelve reasonable men in everyday life, Tom’s jury, but you saw something come between them and reason.  You saw the same thing that night in front of the jail.   When that crew went away, they didn’t go as reasonable men, they went because we were there.  There’s something in our world that makes men lose their heads – they couldn’t be fair if they tried.  In our courts, when it’s a white man’s word against a black man’s, the white man always wins.  They’re ugly, but those are the facts of life.”

Atticus reveals that one of the jury members hung on before voting and it is likely that it was one of the Cunninghams.

Aunt Alexandra tells Scout that she can’t have Walter over for dinner – Scout protests until Aunt finally says, “Because-he-is-trash, that’s why you can’t play with him.  I’ll not have you around him, picking up his habits and learning Lord-knows-what.  You’re enough of a problem to your father as it is.” (225)

KINDS OF PEOPLE:

Jem:


“I’ve got it figured out.  There’e four kinds of folks in the world.  There’s the ordinary kind like us and the neighbors, there’s the kind like the Cunninghams out in the woods, the kind like the Ewells down at the dump, and the Negroes…our kind of folks don’t like the Cunninghams, the Cunninghams don’t like the Ewells, and the Ewells hate and despise the colored folks.” (226)

Scout:


“Naw, Jem, I think there’s just one kind of folks:  Folks.” (227)

Jem:


“That’s what I thought, too…when I was your age.  If there’s just one kind of folks, why can’t they get along with each other?  If they’re all alike, why do they go out of their way to despise each other?  Scout, I think I’m beginning to understand something.  I think I’m beginning to understand why Boo Radley’s stayed shut up in the house all this time…It’s because he wants to stay inside.” (227)

CHAPTER 24

10 pages

Focus:

· Tom’s fate

Key Events:

· Ladies at tea complain that the help is being “sulky” because of the trial outcome.

· Scout says she’d rather hang out with men because they weren’t hypocrites (234)

· Tom gets shot

· Aunt Alexandra shows virtue towards Miss Maudie

Significant Quotes/Passages:

Tom on Jail:

“Calpurnia said Atticus told her that the day they took Tim to prison he just gave up hope.  She said Atticus tried to explain things to him, and that he must do his best not to lose hope because Atticus was doing his best to get him free.” (234)

Tom gets shot:

“They shot him…he was running.  It was during their exercise period.  They said he just broke into a blind raving charge at the fence and started climbing over.  Right in front of them…they fired a few shots in the air, then to kill.  They got him just as he went over the fence.  They said if he’d had two good arms he’d have made it, he was moving that fast.  Seventeen bullet holes in him.  They didn’t have to shoot him that much.”

Aunt Alexandra:

“What else do they want from him, Maudie, what else? …I mean this town.  They’re perfectly willing to let him do what they’re too afraid to do themselves – it might lose ‘em a nickel.  They’re perfectly willing to let him wreck his health doing what they’re afraid to do, they’re –“

 Miss Maudie:

“Whether Maycomb knows it or not, we’re paying the highest tribute we can pay a man.  We trust him to do right.  It’s that simple…the handful of people in this town who say that fair play is not marked White Only;  the handful of people who say a fair trial is for everybody, not just us; the handful of people with enough humility to think, when they look at a Negro, there but for the Lord’s kindness am I.”

CHAPTER 25

Focus:

School lessons (not in this chapter)

Reaction of Tom’s Wife

Underwood’s Editorial

Key Events:

News to Tom’s wife

Editorial in paper                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tom’s wife’s reaction:

“she just fell down in the dirt.  Just fell down in the dirt, like a giant with a big foot just came along and stepped on her.  Just ump-“

“Maycomb was interested by the news of Tom’s death for perhaps two days; two days was enough for the information to spread through the county…To Maycomb, Tom’s death was typical.  Typical of a nigger to cut and run.  Typcial of a nigger’s mentality to have no plan, no thought for the future, just run blind first chance he saw.  Funny thing, Atticus Finch might’ve got him off scot free, but wait? Hell no.  You know how they are.  Easy come, easy go.  Just shows you, that Robinson boy was legally married, they say he kept himself clean, went to church and all that, but when it comes to the line the veneer’s mighty thin.  Nigger always comes out in ‘em.” (240)

Mr. Underwood’s editorial:  “He likened Tom’s death to the senseless slaughter of songbirds by hunters and children, and Maycomb thought he was trying to write an editorial poetical enough to be reprinted in The Montgomery Advertiser.” (241)

CHAPTER 26

Focus:

School lesson – any connection to the case?

Current Events lesson on Hitler:

Miss Gates:

“That’s the difference between America and Germany.  We are a democracy and Germany is a dictatorship…over here we don’t believe if persecuting anybody.  Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced.  Prejudice…there are no better people in the world than the Jews, and why Hitler doesn’t think so is a mystery to me.” (245)

Scout asks Jem about Miss Gates’ hypocrisy:


“Well, coming out of the courthouse that night Miss Gates was – she was goin’ down the steps in front of us, you musta not seen her – she wast aling with Miss Stephanie Crawford.  I heard her say it’s time somebody taught ‘em a lesson, they were getting’ way above themselves, an’ the next thing they think they can do is marry us.  Jem, how can you hate Hitler so bad an’ then turn around and be ugly about folks right at home – “ (247)

Jem gets upset at the mere mention of the trial – doesn’t know how to cope with what he has seen.

CHAPTER 27

Key Events:

· Bob Ewell loses WPA job for laziness- accuses Atticus of taking his job

· Bob Ewell follows and harasses Tom’s wife as she walks by to Link Deas’ house

· Judge Taylor’s house gets robbed

Scout is a ham in the pageant

CHAPTER 28

Key Events:

· Bob Ewell attacks Jem and Scout

· Heck Tate tells Atticus that Bob Ewell has been stabbed 

Significant Notes/Passages:

-Scout falls asleep and misses her cue at the pageant 

-Scout and Jem hear someone following them and think it’s Cecil Jacobs again trying to scare them

“Shuffle-foot had not stopped with us this time.  His trousers swished softly and steadily.  Then they stopped.  He was running, running toward us with no child’s steps.” (261)

“more scuffling, and there came a dull crunching sound and Jem screamed.  I ran in the direction of Jem’s scream and sank into a flabby male stomach.” (262)

I went to where I thought he had been and felt frantically along the ground, reaching out with my toes.  Presently I touched someone…My toes touched trousers, a belt buckle, buttons, something I could not identify, a collar, and a face.  A prickly stubble on the face told me it was not Jem’s.  I smelled stale whiskey.” (262-263)

“A man was passing under it.  The man was walking with the staccato steps of someone carrying a load too heavy for him.  He was going around the corner. He was carrying Jem.  Jem’s arm was dangling crazily in front of him.” (263)

-Aunt Alexandra helps her off with her costume and hands her her overalls – 264
-Jem is unconscious and has a broken arm at the elbow.

-Scout doesn’t recognize the man in the corner and figures Atticus didn’t offer him a chair b/c he’s more comfortable standing in the corner.

-Bob Ewell’s lyin’ on the ground under that tree down yonder with a kitchen knife stuck up under his ribs.  He’s dead, Mr. Finch.” (267)

CHAPTER 29

About Atticus:  “His age was beginning to show, his one sign of inner turmoil, the strong line of his jaw melted a little, one became aware of telltale creases forming under his ears, one noticed not his jet-black hair but the gray patches growing at his temples. (267)

Heck Tate says the costume probably saved Scout’s life.

“Don’t like to contradict you, Mr. Finch – wasn’t crazy, mean as hell.  Low-down skunk with enough liquor in him to make him brave enough to kill children.  He’d never have met you face to face.”  


Bob is a coward – goes after children instead of facing Atticus

Boo

“He was still leaning against the wall.  He had been leaning against the wall when I came into the room, his arms folded across his chest.  As I pointed he brought his arms down and pressed the palms of his hands against the wall.  They were white hands, sickly white hands that had never seen the sun, so white they stood out garishly against the dull cream wall in the dim light of Jem’s room.

I looked from his hands to his sand-stained khaki pants;  my eyes traveled up his thin frame to his torn denim shirt.  His face was as white as his hands, but for a shadow on his jutting chin.  His cheeks were think to hollowness;  his mouth was wide; there were shallow, almost delicate indentations at his temples, and his gray eyes were so colorless I thought he was blind.  His hair was dead and think, almost feathery on top of his head.”

…His lips parted into a timid smile, and our neighbor’s image blurred with my sudden tears. 

‘Hey, Boo,’ I said. (270)

CHAPTER 30

-Scout leads Boo out to the porch where Heck Tate and Atticus discuss; she sits him down in a rocking chair in the shadows.

-Atticus assumes that he’ll have to put together a case of self-defense for Jem since he probably stabbed Bob during the scuffle.

-Heck Tate says he fell on the knife

“Heck, it’s mighty kind of you and I know you’re doing it from that good heart of yours, but don’t start anything like that.” (272)

ATTICUS THINKS JEM STABBED BOB:

See there, Heck?  Thank you from the bottom of my heart, but I don’t want my boy starting out with something like this over his head.  Best way to clear the air is to have it all out in the open.  Let the county come and bring sandwiches.  I don’t want him growing up with a whisper about him, I don’t want anybody saying, ‘Jem Finch…his daddy paid a mint to get him out of that.’  Sooner we get this over with the better.” (273)

“Heck,” Atticus’s back was turned.  “If this thing’s hushed up it’ll be a simple denial to Jem of the way I’ve tried to raise him.  Sometimes I think I’m a total failure as a parent but I’m all they’ve got.  Before Jem looks at anyone else he looks at me, and I’ve tried to live so I can look squarely back at him…if I connived at something like this, frankly I couldn’t meet his eye, and the day I can’t do that I’ll know I’ve lost him.  I don’t want to lose him and Scout, because they’re all I’ve got.” (273)

HECK TATE INSISTS ON STORY:

Heck Tate: “It ain’t your decision, Mr. Finch, it’s all mine.  It’s my decision and my responsibility.  For once, if you don’t see it my way, there’s not much you can do about it.  If you wanta try, I’ll call you a liar to your face.  Your boy never stabbed Bob Ewell…didn’t even come near a mile of it and now you know it.  All he wanted to do was get him and his sister safely home.” (275)

Heck:  “There’s a black boy dead for no reason, and the man responsible for it’s dead.  Let the dead bury the dead this time, Mr. Finch.  Let the dead bury the dead.” (277)

HECK’s MOTIVATION: (to protect the innocent – in this case, Boo)

“I never heard tell that it’s against the law for a citizen to do his utmost to prevent a crime from being committed, which is exactly what he did, but maybe you’ll say it’s my duty to tell the town all about it and not hush it up.  Know what’d happen then?  All the ladies in Maycomb includin’ my wife’d be knocking on his door bringing angel food cakes.  To my way of thinkin’, Mr. Finch, taking the one man who’s done you and this town a great service an’ draggin’ him with his shy ways into the limelight – to me, that’s a sin.  It’s a sin and I’m not about to have it on my head.  If it was any other man it’d be different.  But not this man, Mr. Finch.” (276)

Atticus:  “Scout, Mr. Ewell fell on his knife.  Can you possibly understand?”

Scout:  Yes sir, I understand.  Mr. Tate was right.  Well, it’d be sot of like shootin’ a mockingbird, wouldn’t it?” (276)

CHAPTER 31

Scout walks Boo home.

“…but I entered the Radley front gate for the second time in my life.  Boo and I walked up the steps to the porch.  His fingers found the front doorknob.  He gently release my hand…I never saw him again.


Neighbors bring food with death and flowers with sickness and little things in between.  Boo was our neighbor.  He gave us two soap dolls, a broken watch and chain, a pair of good-luck pennies, and our lives.  But neighbors give in return.  We never put back into the tree what we took out of it:  we had given him nothing, and it made me sad.” (278)

SCOUT’s NEW PERSPECTIVE:

She turns to go home and realizes, “I had never seen our neighborhood from this angle” and she realizes what Boo must’ve observed all this time.

“Atticus was right.  One time he said you never really know a man until you stand in his shoes and walk around in them.  Just standing on the Radley porch was enough.” (279)

As I made my way home, I thought Jem and I would get grown but there wasn’t much else left for us to learn, except possibly algebra.” (279)

