	(Semester 1)  WORD
	DEFINITION
	Sentences for Crosswords

	1. Ameliorate 
	To make better; improve (situations or emotions)
	In an effort to ameliorate the problems they were having, Amy brought her friend a box of 
candy.

	2. Exacerbate 
	To make worse
	When asked for her cell phone, the student refused, exacerbating the situation.

	3. Deleterious
	Harmful
	The room was being filled with deleterious gases, and we feared for our lives.

	4. Cacophony
	Tremendous noise, disharmonious sound
	The elementary school orchestra created a cacophony at the recital.

	5. Ebullient
	Extremely lively, enthusiastic
	The ebullient cheerleader helped the crowd 

find its’ spirit, and for the rest of the game, they roared with applause and excitement.

	6. Nefarious
	Villainous, wicked
	The nefarious wizard was known for burning people alive for his secret rituals.

	7. Conflagration
	Great fire
	It took sixty firefighters to put out the

conflagration at the Jersey Shore.

	8.  Lament
	To express sorrow or regret
	Don’t lament the loss of your job; go out and find a new one.

	9. Extol
	To praise, revere
	I couldn’t help but extol the beauty of Naples after having visited.

	10. Sycophant
	Flatterer; brown-noser
	Hoping to get the best mark in the class, the sycophant flattered the teacher at every opportunity.

	11.  Altruistic
	Selfless
	 The gesture was not necessarily altruistic; he was hoping for a donation in return.

	12.  Morose
	Ill-natured, sullen, dark
	I have been so morose today because I can’t stop thinking about how I failed my test.

	13.  Assuage
	To relieve, lessen, alleviate
	To assuage your concerns about the test, we will give you a review sheet.

	14. Verbose
	Long-winded; wordy
	The teacher wrote that my essay was too verbose, so I needed to be less wordy to receive a better grade.

	15. Prolific
	Productive; fruitful
	Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets and 37 full length plays; he was indeed a prolific writer.

	16.  Gregarious
	Outgoing, social
	Mrs. Calcaterra is a gregarious teacher who always greets her students at the door with a smile and a friendly hello!

	17. Caustic
	Corrosive, harsh, acidic
	The caustic chemical must be handled with care to avoid a serious burn.

	18.  Succinct
	Concise; Expressed clearly in a few words
	Never verbose, the teacher’s succinct notes helped everyone understand the difficult material.


	19.  ubiquitous
	Existing everywhere; widespread
	Ugg boots have become a ubiquitous fashion trend in today’s society

	20.  Trite
	repeated too often; overfamiliar through overuse; commonplace, unoriginal
	Even though I love the saying, I do think that the phrase “when in doubt…” has become a bit trite in our classroom.

	21.  Copious
	Abundant, extensive
	Because of the copious amount of notes I take in English class, I fear that I may have developed carpal tunnel syndrome.

	22. Fallacy
	A false notion or belief; misconception
	It is a fallacy that chewing gum takes seven years to pass through the digestive system, but some people believe it anyway.

	23.  exasperated
	Greatly annoyed; out of patience
	The teacher was exasperated by the boy’s constant calling out so the teacher called his parents.

	24.  Admonish
	To reprimand; warn strongly
	When the principal addressed the class, she admonished them about bullying and said the consequences were severe.

	25.  pragmatic
	Practical; realistic
	It would be pragmatic for people who want to learn vocabulary words to look them up in the dictionary themselves.

	26.  dubious
	Doubtful, questionable
	After her friend had lied three times, Alice was dubious of her story about her trip to Paris.

	27.  meticulous
	Marked by extreme care to details; precise
	My teacher said to copy John’s meticulous notes, as they were thorough and neat.

	28.  taciturn
	Silent, not inclined to talk
	Because of the girl’s taciturn nature, she often found it difficult to make new friends.

	29.  malevolent
	Evil
	The woman said she had nothing to do with the murder of her husband, but her malevolent grin suggested otherwise.

	30.  piety
	Devotion to religious duties and practices
	To show their piety, many people attend services weekly.

	31.  nebulous
	Unclear
	The directions on the assignment were nebulous; no one understood what they were being asked to do.

	32.  fractious
	Likely to be troublesome; resistant to authority
	Many teenagers go through a phase of being fractious and believe themselves to be invisible.

	33.  vexations
	Worries; troubles
	-One vexation for students is the preparation for the SATs.
-Romeo is vexed by Rosaline’s decision to remain chaste.

	34.  vapid
	Lacking in liveliness; dull
	While Henry was initially thrilled that his blind date was gorgeous, he gradually became disappointed with her vapid conversational skills.

	35.  insatiable
	Impossible to satisfy, unquenchable
	When leaders have an insatiable desire for power it often leads to tyranny because they will stop at nothing to gain more power.

	36.  paradigm
	A standard or typical example; epitome
	When people think of goodwill, they think of Mother Theresa because she’s a paradigm of charity.

	37.  petulance
	Rudeness, irritability
	No one wants to work with Tanya because she is known for her petulance; she constantly yells at her team members and never seems to be in a good mood.

	38.  macabre
	Gruesome and horrifying; ghastly
	The movie was so graphic and macabre that it was no recommended for children or those with weak stomachs.

	39.  panacea
	Cure-all; remedy for all diseases
	Some believe that the new healthcare reform bill will be the panacea for the country’s healthcare problems, but others think it will only create more issues instead of solving them all.

	40.  incredulous
	Unbelievable
	I found it incredulous that students would still attempt to plagiarize even though teachers watch out carefully for copied work.

	41. eschew
	Shun, avoid
	People on the Paleo diet eat like cavepeople; they eschew all processed foods and eat only meat and vegetables.

	42. aesthetic(s)
	Dealing with beauty; visual appeal
	Featuring steely grey walls and sparse furnishings, the aesthetics of the new home were modern and minimalistic.

	43. gamut
	Complete range or extent
	16 Handles, my favorite ice cream shop, offers a delightful gamut of irresistible flavors. 

	44. mollify
	To appease or calm; pacify
	In order to mollify the toddler after she dropped her ice cream, the babysitter bought her a new cone.

	45. mitigate
	Make less severe or harsh
	The fact that there was a serious traffic jam on the Palisades was a mitigating factor in my boss’ decision not to dock my pay for being late. 

	46. anomaly
	Deviation from the norm; unusual person
	The meteor shower tonight will be an anomaly not witnessed again for one hundred years. 

	47. unkempt
	Ungroomed; untidy
	The man’s unkempt appearance suggested that he had fallen on hard times.

	48. indignant
	Angry at injustice; outraged
	Indignant about being falsely accused of the crime, Ivy enlisted the help of the best defense attorney money could buy.

	49. disingenuous
	Insincere; giving false appearance
	Your apology was clearly disingenuous since you still harbor obvious resentment towards me. 


	50. vindictive
	Vengeful; unforgiving
	Vindictive people should remember the adage: When you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.

	51.  recluse
	One who lives in solitude; hermit
	Author Harper Lee is considered a recluse because she rarely appears in public or accepts interview requests; she would rather keep to herself.

	52.  restive
	Resistant; stubborn; impatient
	The shoppers became restive when they were asked to wait on line for three hours; many decided to leave instead of waiting to get their items.

	53.  solace
	Comfort; consolation
	In order to provide some solace to the children after their pet died, the parents bought them a new one.

	54.  superfluous
	More than is needed or required; excess
	The superfluous amount of food at thanksgiving dinner left everyone feeling full.

	55.  misogynist
	Woman-hater
	The misogynist changed his hateful views of women after he met his future wife.

	56.  cognizant
	Aware
	Once children become cognizant of the harsh realities of the world, they lose their innocence.

	57.  dearth
	Severe shortage; deficiency
	The draught was caused by the dearth of rain during the month of August.

	58.  sanguine
	Optimistic; cheery
	Always optimistic, the teacher was sanguine when dealing with even the most difficult of students.

	59.  cathartic
	Emotionally purging or cleansing
	Sometimes it is important to let yourself have a good cry, it is truly cathartic.

	60.  debacle
	Complete collapse or failure; fiasco
	The beach wedding became a debacle when a rogue wave hit the shore.

	61.  nostalgic
	Bittersweet longing for the past
	At their twentieth high school reunion, members of the Class of 2019 became nostalgic as they shared fond memories.

	62.  ambivalent
	Having mixed feelings
	Brynn’s parents were ambivalent about letting her spend the summer traveling in Europe with her friends; one hand, it would be a great opportunity, but on the other, it could be quite expensive.

	63.  sage
	Wise due to age and experience
	Because I have followed my mother’s sage advice, I have become very successful in life.

	64.  auspicious
	Promising success; favorable; encouraging
	No one could believe that the team lost the game after its auspicious lead of 5-0 in the first half of the game.

	65. affable
	Friendly; cordial
	Vanessa is the perfect hostess; she is so affable and accommodating to all the guests in her home.


	66. calamity
	Catastrophe; disaster
	Sadly, the story of Romeo and Juliet ends in calamity.

	67. cantankerous
	Ill-natured; crabby
	Even though my grandfather can be cantankerous and is always complaining, my family loves him nonetheless.

	68. squander
	To be wasteful; to throw away
	Ironically, studies show that many lotto winners squander their winnings and wind up very unhappy.

	69. penchant
	A strong liking; preference
	Because Tom always had a penchant for theater, he decided to try out for the school musical, On the Town.

	70. edification
	Enlightenment; moral improvement
	For your ongoing edification, we will continue introducing new Words of the Day for the rest of the school year.

	71. draconian
	Excessively harsh; severe
	Some people feel that a $200 fine for a parking violation is too draconian and should be reconsidered.

	72. feign
	 To make-believe; to pretend
	I tried to feign happiness in front of my friends, but I couldn’t hold back my tears for long.

	73. hedonism
	Pursuit of pleasure; self-indulgent
	The Greek gods and goddesses are known for their hedonism because they indulge in anything they want.

	74. quell
	To put an end to; extinguish; to suppress
	The police tried to quell the angry mob, but they just became more and more violent.

	75. impervious
	Incapable of being influenced, persuaded, or affected; incapable of being injured or impaired
	Some people are impervious to criticism and can brush off others’ cruel comments, but I am very sensitive.

	76. egregious
	Glaringly or flagrantly bad
	The car manufacturer realized that it overlooked an egregious flaw in the car’s design, leading to a massive recall.

	77. diabolical
	Devilish; wicked
	The mad scientist worked through the night to perfect his diabolical plot to take over the world.

	78. benign
	Kind, gracious; pleasant, beneficial; harmless
	Since she offered me a benign smile when I walked in, I knew she wasn’t mad at me anymore.

	79. enigmatic
	Puzzling; baffling; cryptic
	The enigmatic hieroglyphics took the cryptologist many months to decipher.

	80. implacable
	Impossible to appease
	The demanding boss was so implacable that no matter what Sharon did or how hard she tried, there was no pleasing him.

	81. iota
	A tiny or scarcely detectable amount
	The defense attorney argues that there was not an iota of evidence against her client, and she demanded the jury acquit him of all charges.


	82. reckon
	Expect, believe, suppose
	The students reckoned that the teacher would give them a review sheet for the Word of the Day quiz since she has given one to them all year.

	83. stark
	Complete or extreme
	After looking in the mirror and thinking he saw a ghost, John turned stark white in complexion.

	84. cease
	Put an end to a state or activity
	Alison ceased to complete the essay after she felt overwhelmed by the task.

	85. seldom
	Not often
	Because the hockey team seldom had time to practice, they had a losing record.

	86. garish
	Tastelessly showy
	The garishly decorated bathroom was painted magenta and gold.

	87. tyrannical 
	Characteristic of an absolute ruler
	Many Russian lives were lost during the tyrannical rule of Joseph Stalin.

	88. extract
	To remove
	The dentist had to extract the impacted wisdom teeth that were causing Cara a great deal of pain.

	89. unsullied
	Spotlessly clean and fresh
	The mother hoped the new white rug would remain unsullied, despite the two toddlers running around the house.

	90. foray
	A sudden short attack
	The foray of yelling that took place in the hallway ended as quickly as it began.

	91. erroneous
	Inaccurate; incorrect
	Since the address we were given for the party was erroneous, we had to call the host for new directions.

	92. plethora
	Overabundance; excess
	Every year, we enjoy a plethora of delicious food at Thanksgiving dinner.

	93. loathe
	To hate; to detest
	Although I try to eat healthfully, I loathe broccoli and kale.

	94. gauche
	Lacking social polish; tactless
	It would be gauche to not thank someone for his or her help.

	95. vacillate
	To waver; to be undecided
	My older brother is vacillating between going to college and taking a “gap” year to back pack through Europe.

	96. reverberate
	To echo; to have a long and lasting effect
	The impact of 9/11 reverberates in our society to this very day.

	97. augment
	To make something greater by adding to it
	Breaking up with someone on his or her birthday will surely augment his or her pain.

	98. tenacious
	Stubbornly unyielding
	Even though the team was on a terrible losing streak, the players remained tenacious and fought their way back to victory.

	99. smitten
	Infatuated; affected; crazy in love
	When people read Romeo and Juliet, they are often surprised to find that Romeo is initially smitten with Rosaline.

	100. facetious
	Joking; humorous
	-Because Bob has such a poker face, it’s difficult to tell whether he’s being serious or facetious.
-Interestingly, facetious is the shortest word in the English language that features all the vowels in order!


